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ABSTRACT  
 
 
 
 Ten foreign correspondents based in Washington discussed how they covered 
President Donald Trump in the first year of his administration. In interviews, the 
correspondents said the biggest challenge was lack of access because many are not 
granted credentials to attend the daily press briefing. If they are admitted, their questions 
are usually overlooked in favor of reporters from U.S. outlets. Additionally, shrinking 
budgets have reduced the size of foreign bureaus, usually leaving one reporter to cover all 
the stories coming out of the White House each day. To overcome those challenges, 
foreign reporters said they turn to technology to watch the press briefing, which is 
streamed live each day. They also find sources outside the White House – in Congress, 
think tanks, and businesses. This paper uses gatekeeping and agenda setting to determine 
how the obstacles mentioned above affect the stories that reach international audiences. 
